
“Nothing in this world can take the place of 
persistence” former President Coolidge once 
mused, “The slogan ‘Press On’ has solved and 
always will solve the problems of the human 
race.” There’s something uniquely powerful 
about someone who carries themselves with 
persistence and determination. It’s a distinction 
that overshadows all other qualities; more than 
talent, more than strength, more than education 
or background, the resolution to never give up 
is what really inspires people. When you meet 
someone like this, odds are you’ll never forget 
them. They remind us that we too are capable 
of great works, if we keep moving 
forward.

For nearly 75 years, the Anne 
Carlsen Center has endeavored to 
make the world a more inclusive 
place where independence is a gift 
to all. That’s a tall order, to be sure. 
To prepare the child for the path 
—and the path for the child—may 
be perceived by some as too lofty…too unrealistic. 
Yet, thanks to supporters like you, we persist. Day 
in and day out, the committed staff and faculty at 
the Anne Carlsen Center are here to nurture the 
abilities of those we serve. And with each victory 
they share with these individuals—each new word 
spoken, each untapped skill developed, each long-
lasting relationship cultivated—we get closer to 
realizing that mission, and the enduring dream of 
our namesake, Dr. Anne Carlsen. 

Dr. Anne embodied the inestimable power of 
persistence. In this issue of The Ambassador, I’m 
honored to tell you about a few accomplishments 
made possible by following her example.  

On the top of the list are a group of remarkable 
young people, celebrating a major milestone in 
their journey to independence. This spring, five 
students took to the auditorium stage to receive 
their high school diplomas. Saying “farewell” on 
graduation day is always a bit bittersweet, but the 
promise of a bright future ahead makes our heavy 
hearts a little lighter. Turn to page six to read 
more about Michael, Jade, Cyndyl, Keaton and 
Casey, our graduating class of 2016.  

As one chapter ends, another begins, yet 
sadly, for many individuals with special needs, 
arriving at adulthood means fewer options to 
live independently. The Anne Carlsen Center 
recognized this gap, and put forward a plan to 
offer a community-based solution that maintains 
our high standards of quality and innovation. 
After years of careful planning and preparation, 
our persistence paid off. In May, we broke ground 
for Taylor Made Living, an integrated residential 
community in Fargo. By blending work placements 
and daily living skills training with recreation, 
personal choice, and social interaction, Taylor 

Made Living opens the door to 
living options based on individual 
needs and preferences, where 
quality of life and freedom to 
determine a personal course 
of action is always the highest 
priority. We invite you to 
read more about the future of 
independent living on page 2.  
 

Lastly, another seed of opportunity has begun to 
bear fruit, thanks to our persistent drive to meet 
the needs of growing families. In June, we opened 
Learn n’ Move Childcare in Fargo. A collaborative 
effort with TNT Kid’s Fitness, Learn ‘n Move will 
provide highly specialized childcare in an enriched, 
inclusive environment where children discover 
the importance of physical activity and nutrition. 
Joining with TNT Kid’s Fitness and Haley’s Hope 
in a common space allows children of all abilities 
access to an elementary-sized gym and toy lending 
library, while parents benefit from the shared 
resources of a distinguished group of premier 
partners. Read more about the endless possibilities 
to learn, grow and play on page 8.  
 
The importance of our work demands constancy 
and persistence. It’s only through your support 
that we can continue making a difference… one 
life, one program, one community at a time.  
 
 Press on 
 
 
 Eric Monson 
 CEO – Anne Carlsen Center
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        On a blustery early  
morning in May, Anne Carlsen Center staff, 
board members and community stockholders 
gathered in south Fargo to break ground at the 
future site of Taylor Made Living. Clad in white 
hardhats with ceremonial gold shovels in hand, they struck and scattered  
the newly-graded dirt, marking the spot for the region’s first integrated residential 
facility for active adults with special needs. Waiting in the wind, a royal-yellow  
excavator, gleaming in the sunlight, eager to begin digging the foundation. 

That’s the most important part. You need a solid foundation to build on. Fortunately 
for the future residents of this revolutionary new home, the groundwork had been 
laid long ago, in the hopes of a purpose-driven mother, and the leadership of  
a forward-thinking organization.

“Life shouldn’t have to slow down” 
When Jane Nelson talks about the living options 
available for high-functioning adults with special 
needs, it’s with a thoughtful passion that borders 
on defiance. It hangs in the air 
as plain as the clouds in the sky, 
weaving through her message 
until it crystalizes with resound-
ing clarity: what’s out there 
now, is simply not good enough. 
There is a reason why Jane is so 
invested in the project. Her son, 

(and inspiration for the project) Taylor, was born 
with Cornelia de Lange syndrome, a rare genetic 
disorder that causes significant cognitive delays and 
autism-like tendencies. Currently enrolled in the 
Anne Carlsen Center’s Day Support program, after 
Taylor graduated from Fargo South High School, 
Jane and her husband Steve surveyed the residen-
tial alternatives for their “fun and social guy,” and 
were disappointed in what they found.   

“There are a few good options, but not enough. 
The good options were still really outdated” she 

explains. Currently, living arrangements for adults 
with disabilities are designed to accommodate work 
placements and provide appropriate assistance with 
daily living skills. Occasional recreational and social 
outings are scheduled, but the unique interests of 
the individual remain secondary to more practical 
considerations. This paradigm was established 30 
years ago, and is still adopted by most group home 
facilities. 

“A friend of ours had a son who 
was put into a group home” Jane 
recalls. “They went out one night, 
and decided to stop by and visit 
him. It was 5:30 in the evening. 
The whole group had eaten, and 
they were all in their pajamas 
watching TV and waiting for bed-
time. That was going to be his life.” 

The inadequacies of this model are 
magnified with the modern re-
alities of a new generation. “Most 
kids now have had very stimulating environments 
they’ve been brought up in” Jane explains. “It’s not 
like it was 30 years ago, where kids with special 
needs were in the basements in the schools—they 
weren’t involved in church, they weren’t out in the 
community. We want our son to continue to live, and 
not live someplace where life will slow down.” 

Integrated Living Built on Options
Taylor Made Living promises to be that place, 
where adults like Taylor can continue to live ac-
tive, fulfilling lives, based on priorities we all aspire 
to: friends…family…meaningful work…personal 
interests and aspirations. While residents may still 
require assistance in vocational and daily living 
skill training, TML will offer opportunities just as 
important to the quality of life—options that foster 
the development of the whole person. Guided by the 
residents’ families, recreation and leisure activi-
ties, community involvement, and social interaction 
will be the defining hallmarks in a new chapter for 
independent living. 

Thanks to the generous support of community 
partners like Thrivent Mutual Funds and Heri-
tage Homes, the Anne Carlsen Center has secured 
the resources to direct these efforts, as part of its 
Community-Based service programming. “Taylor 
Made allows options” Anne Carlsen CEO Eric Mon-

son says. “We have children of all abilities grow up 
in a rich environment, but after they graduate from 
high school, options narrow. This community hous-
ing option allows additional freedom for individuals, 
as another stop on their road to independence.”

Day-to-day operations at TML are still being 
developed, as the Anne Carlsen Center assesses 
the resources required to accommodate residents’ 

individual needs and choices. But 
the unique design of the build-
ing reflects the transformative 
approach to supporting adults 
with living needs. Equipped with 
technology and outfitted with 
everyday conveniences of home, 
private suites for residents ensures 
privacy and comfort, while a large 
living area provides the space for 
extended family visits and commu-
nity activities. “This home is  
going to be beautiful” President  
of Heritage Homes Tyrone  

Leslie says. “It’ll be a home all about livability. 
It will blend personal freedom with a community 
aspect, giving the residents an opportunity to be a 
part of something bigger.”

A rich and fulfilling life abounds with options. Ex-
ploring possibilities allow us to discover who we are, 
and what we can contribute to the world. When resi-
dents of Taylor Made Living enter their new home, 
they bring with them years of special education, 
geared at supporting and managing their individual 
needs and goals for independence. They are well-
prepared to engage the world—yet the world is not 
as prepared to engage them. Taylor Made Living will 
help to bridge that gap. Empowered by the options to 
pursue their own needs and interests, TML residents 
will integrate into the community prepared to par-
ticipate, and give back. 

With high expectations and eager hearts, the Anne 
Carlsen Center is excited to build the future of  
independent living. 

Watch the extended coverage of Taylor Made Living groundbreak-
ing ceremony at annecarlsen.org/html 

For more information about Taylor Made Living, contact Anne 
Carlsen Center’s Day/In-Home Supports and Individualized  
Supported Living Arrangement Director Katy Barnum:   
Katy.Barnum@annecenter.org
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